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Male or female ? 

Females have 6 abdominal segments versus 7 in males. 
Females have 12 antenna! segments versus 13 in males. 

Female hind legs are wider than male hind legs. 

female abdomen 
6 segments 

female antenna 
12 segments 

male abdomen 
7 segments 

female hind male hind 
leg wider leg thinner 

Females are found through spring, summer, and early 
fall. Workers and queens are both female. Males can 
be common in late summer and early fall. Females 
have pollen baskets (an indentation onto which they 
sometimes pack pollen) on their hind legs, and shorter 
antennae and abdomens. Males sometimes have larger 
eyes and longer hair. 
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Identifying Bombus terricola

Worker Queen 

Workers and queens have yellow on the front 
of the thorax as well as on abdominal segments 
two and three. The head and other abdominal 
segments are black with the exception of a fringe 
of brownish yellow hair on the far edge of the 
fifth abdominal segment. Queens are similar to 
workers except they are larger in size. There is 
variation in coloration across its range. 

Male 

Male coloration is similar to females, except for 
patches of long pale yellow hair on the top of their 
heads and the front of their faces. 

Similar bumble bees 

Bombus auricomus Bombus pensylvanicus 

B. auricomus have yellow hair on top of their
head. B. pensylvanicus have yellow at the rear edge
of their first abdominal segment. B. auricomus and 
B. pensylvanicus lack the fringe of brown hair on the
fifth abdominal segment present on B. terrico/a. 

Males 

Bombus auricomus Bombus pensylvanicus 
Male B. auricomus and B. pensylvanicus have yellow 
hair along the rear of the thorax while B. terrico/a 
males have black hair. 
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Heads of similar bumble bees 

B.terricola 

Females 

B. auricomus and
B.pensylvanicus 

Female B. terrico/a have short faces whereas B. auricomus 
and 8. pensylvanicus have long faces. 

Males 

B.terrico/a B. auricomus B. pensylvanicus 

Male 8. terricola have a prominent patch of yellow hair on 
the front of their faces, while 8. pensylvanicus have mostly
black hair on the front of their faces. 8. auricomus males 
have much larger eyes than 8. terricola males. 


